August 12, 2011
Re: Toe River Studio Tour Sponsorship

Dear Local Business,
We invite you to share in the Toe River Studio Tour this coming June or December. In 2010 we started a new tradition for the Tour by changing the “look” of the Tour Guide and by offering local business an opportunity to become of part our bi-annual events. 

The design of the guide features a 44-page, pocket sized, 4-color booklet. Each studio or gallery participant has a listing, location, and photography of their work beside their name. The map of our entire area is the centerfold with accompanying enlargements of specific areas with an index of studios. December and June's Tour had over 100 studios and galleries represented. We anticipate a similar or greater number in our Guides in 2012.

The ads will appear in over 10,000 printed copies of the Tour Guide for each Tour. Distribution includes regional galleries and craft events in our state and in Virginia and Tennessee. Artists carry them to craft fairs and other arts councils have them on hand for their guests. It is also placed at our local galleries and businesses. Sponsors are highlighted on our website and in our weekly e-newsletter and emailed to over 700 members all over the country. And because of the new easier to handle size and year-round usefulness, it is handed out to visitors even after the Studio Tour has ended.

The ads are on a first-come, first-serve basis with a limited number of spaces available. All ads must be paid in full before guarantee. Deadline for reservation, payment, and ad copy (if you would like us to design your ad) is April 2 for the June Guide and Sept 14 for the December Guide. Please see the attached page with specific sizes and costs.

The twice a year, three-day event brings hundreds of folks to Mitchell and Yancey Counties where they eat, sleep, and shop. What better way to get the word out than to put it into their hands as they motor around our beautiful roads? 

Your ad sponsorship helps defray the cost of printing and allows for more advertising on the radio, in newspapers and magazines. Please consider being a sponsor for the Toe River Studio Tour this year. Please call 828-682-7215 or email trac@toeriverarts.org for more information or to reserve your spot.

We would also like you to consider becoming a major Tour sponsor for $3500. We will include information about you on the front of our new booklet and on the inside front page. In addition, the major sponsor will be identified on our banners displayed in Burnsville, Spruce Pine, Bakersville and near the Parkway, in all our news releases, on our website, and at our exhibition in Spruce Pine. 

Sincerely,

Denise Cook
Denise Cook
Executive Director, Toe River Arts Council

